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violence with calm in bewildering and irrational suc-
cession, left no mark on Mr. Chamberlain, whose cold
precise manner, intense reserve and self discipline
Hitler could neither appreciate nor understand. Mr.
Chamberlain was not the sort of man who would be
prepared to leave any inaccuracies in Hitler's mono-
logues unchecked. Mr. Chamberlain, it may be said,
held a similarly low opinion of Hitler's capacities.1
Without attempting to press the comparison home,
Hitler has closer affinities with the Celtic disposition,
and the degree of the success of the interview Mr.
Lloyd George had with him, together with Hitler's
deep appreciation of Mr. Lloyd George's speeches, is
in some ways the measure of his failure to make satis-
factory personal contact with Mr. Chamberlain. In
addition, Hitler was angrily aware that in well-
informed diplomatic quarters all over the Continent
Munich was regarded as a triumph for British diplo-
macy. If he could have castigated the Prime Minister
personally, he would not have hesitated to do so, but
Mr. Chamberlain's overwhelming popularity with the
German people made such an onslaught extremely
unsafe even for the Fuehrer; so Hitler compensated
himself by attacking British leadership generally, and
falling on Mr. Churchill and Mr. Eden in particular.
Incidentally, the effect of this venomous manoeuvre
was considerably to raise the national prestige both
of Mr. Churchill and Mr. Eden.

In addition to the Saarbrucken speech caine dis-
quieting reports that Hitler's price for complying with
the three-to-one naval ratio in favour of Britain
under the Anglo-German naval agreement, was a
three-to-one preponderance in the air. The reports
were never confirmed or denied officially, but were

l And of his reliability. Within a fortnight of his return from Munich
Mr. Chamberlain privately expressed regret at having waved the "renun-
ciation of war" to the crowds, and confessed his mistake in having made
so much of it.